
             Every year on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, a 
large pro-life rally is planned at the state Capitol on the 
same day that we in Duluth plan the Jericho March in re-
membrance of the same anniversary. This year when plan-
ning the Jericho March I was asked why don't we charter a 
bus and join the pro-life rally at the state Capitol on January 
22. I have been asked this question several times over the 
years and it is a good question. Hopefully, I can give a 
good answer for the decision to continue our efforts here 
rather than going to St. Paul. Getting a bus to go to St. Paul 
does have some merit, however. It is an exciting outing with 
ample opportunity to fellowship with other pro-lifers on the 
two-and-half hour trip there and back. Secondly, larger 
crowds at the state capitol sends a stronger message to 
our state representatives. And thirdly, the psychology of be-
ing part of a large rally energizes the pro-life base. 
             But these positive outcomes of a bus trip to St. 
Paul are outweighed by the importance of our pro-life wit-
ness in the city of Duluth. Let me list my reasons. One, not 
everyone can afford the time and expense of a trip to St. 
Paul. A bus could hold only 60 or so and it would involve 
the whole day while, potentially, hundreds could show up at 
the Jericho March here in Duluth. Getting as many people 
as possible involved is a priority for the cause. Currently 
about 200 are involved in either the candlelight prayer vigil 
or the Jericho March on January 22 in Duluth. The potential 
to get more people involved is much greater by doing 
something locally rather then trying to get people to go to 
St. Paul. Secondly, with a local rally we can promote local 
pro-life ministries and show our solidarity and joint efforts. 
Thirdly, we can show our concern for the unborn by being a 
voice for them to the people of our community. If we take a 
bus, we export our witness to St. Paul. There are enough 
pro-life people in the metro area to get the pro-life message 
out if they wanted to. How much more effective if every 
town and city held their own rally rather than just one big 
rally—to have hundreds of rallies across the state and na-
tion. Local “pro-choice” people, our neighbors, need to see 
and recognize us on the street speaking out against the in-
justice to the unborn. Fourth, we need to recognize the an-
niversary of Roe v. Wade locally because they are killing 
babies here! Going to St. Paul means our presence at the 
local abortion center would be missing during this critical 
time!  The God-fearing people of this area have a responsi-
bility to God for the innocent blood being shed here. Israel 
was required by God to measure the distance from a mur-
dered body to the closest town. It was the elders’ and lead-
ers’ duty of that town to offer sacrifices to God on 
account of the innocent blood that was shed 
(Deuteronomy 21:1-9).  I am not suggesting that 
we return to Mosaic law but I believe a  principle 
is being shown here for a local responsibility for 
innocent blood. I believe it would be a serious 
mistake to think we can ignore the fact that the 
murder of children in the womb happens in Du-
luth and that we have no responsibility for this 
fact. 
             There are other lesser, reasons for not 
getting a bus to go to St. Paul such as the 
money saved by staying home to make our voice 
heard. But for me, the reasons stated above are 
the major ones. These are times to travel to other cities and 
places to join others in their efforts to defend the unborn. I 
have often traveled to other cities to join them in their bat-
tle.  But on January 22 you can't be in two places at one 
time and I believe it is important to speak up in our own 
community for the babies that are at risk in this area. They 
need us to speak up for them. 
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             I wish anger could be taken out 
of the sidewalk counseling experience 
but often we have to work our way 
around and through it knowing that God 
can use even anger for his purposes. 
Recently, God used the anger of a 
woman who came to have an abortion to 
expose what they are telling women on 
the day of their abortion. On October 26, 
a client was so angry coming out of the Women's Health 
Center that she ripped up the 7 to 10 pages of forms that 
she had filled out in the Building For Women and threw 
them at my van. It was a rainy day and they stuck to my 
van, sidewalk, and street. After she and her friend left, I 
gathered up the papers.  
             I am guessing, she was too far along for an abor-
tion or, as we learned from the papers she threw at us, her 
fiancé didn't want her to go through with the abortion. What-
ever the reason, the boyfriend leaving with her told us she 
was not going to abort her baby. 
             From the forms and papers that this client throw at 
us in her anger, I learned critical information about what 
they are telling the women who go in for an abortion. Most 
important to me was the “informed consent” form which 
listed the risk factors for a surgical abortion at the Women’s 
Health Center. It was rather lengthy and included death as 
a possible risk factor, and as part of the form they were get-
ting clients to sign an agreement not to hold them responsi-
ble for any medical complications, nor were they to be held 
responsible for the legal expense if they were sued. (This 
portion of the form is pictured on the reverse side of the 
newsletter.) The document also advised them not to seek 
medical attention from a doctor not familiar with the abor-
tion procedure (read “pro-life doctor”). To see the whole 
document, along with a fact sheet on what to expect on the 
abortion day, go to my website; www.prolife4duluth.com 
and click on "Informed Consent" tab.  
             Often the anger is directed at us but we know that 
we are not the root cause of it, or a least we try not to be. 
The root cause of this anger is the sin that is coming from 
the hearts of those who do not fear God and are acting in 
rebellion to Him. Knowing this helps us endure it. The side-
walk counselor who is patient in such situations will often 
see God use the anger for His purposes. 

Why No Bus 
By Jim Tuttle 

 

Sidewalk Counseling Encounters 
 



When: Saturday, January 22, 2011 
Where: The Building For Women, Duluth  

(32 East First Street) 
12:00 noon–1:00 p.m. 

& 
 The Candlelight Pro-Life Rally 
      (in front of the Courthouse)  

           7:00-7:45 p.m. 
 

For more information, call Jim Tuttle 
at (218) 393-4954  

or write to:  Pro-Life Ministries,  
P.O. Box 161018, Duluth, MN 55816 

Stand up for the unborn on the 38th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, 
January 22, 2011, at the annual Jericho March and Candlelight 

Pro-Life Rally. Make your plans NOW to join us.   

2011 Planned Events 
(Watch for updates and more details in future issues) 

 

Jericho March, Noon–1:00 p.m., January 22 
 
Candlelight Pro-Life Rally, 7:00-7:45 p.m., Jan. 22 
 
Baby Bottle Campaign,  April  
 
Good Friday,  April 22 
 
Cemetery of the Innocents starts, May 24  
 
100 Miles For Life, June 11 
 
4th of July Parade, July 4, Superior, Wis. 
 
Bike For Life,  Saturday, August 13 
 
Memorial Service, Sunday, September 4 
 
 

While at the abortion center on Dec. 7, a father stopped to thank 
us for our witness, then began to cry and tell us that he was a fa-
ther of a “murdered child”. Here are the lyrics of a song he wrote 
in his child’s memory. Men do feel the pain of abortion too. 


